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Edge computing expands bandwidth capabilities, unlocking the potential of new immersive
applications. Some of these include AR/VR, 4K video, and 360° imaging for verticals like
healthcare. Caching and optimizing content at the edge is already becoming a necessity since



protocols like TCP don’t respond well to sudden changes in radio network traffic. Edge
computing infrastructure, tied into real-time access to radio/network information can reduce
stalls and delays in video by up to 20% during peak viewing hours, and can also vary the video
feed bitrate based on radio conditions.
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Many applications are not sensitive to latency and do not require large amounts of nearby
compute or storage capacity, so they could theoretically run in a centralized cloud, but the
bandwidth requirements and/or compute requirements may still make edge computing a more
efficient approach. Some of these workloads are common today, including video surveillance
and IoT gateways, while others, including facial recognition and vehicle number plate
recognition, are emerging capabilities. With many of these, the edge computing infrastructure
not only reduces bandwidth requirements, but can also provide a platform for functions that
enable the value of the application—for example, video surveillance motion detection and
threat recognition. In many of these applications, 90% of the data is routine and irrelevant, so
sending it to a centralized cloud is prohibitively expensive and wasteful of often scarce network
bandwidth. It makes more sense to sort the data at the edge for anomalies and changes, and
only report on the actionable data.
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