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OpenStack Is “Innovation Engine,” 
Used by 50 Percent of the US Fortune 100

With two-thirds of OpenStack deployments now in full production and demand for OpenStack talent skyrocketing, the OpenStack community hones in on usability, stability and training

AUSTIN, Texas // June 17, 2016 — The OpenStack Foundation reports today that OpenStack, an open source cloud operating system, is currently being used by 50 percent of the US Fortune 100, spanning industries including financial services, manufacturing, media, government/university research, retail, technology & telecom. 

In fact, companies large and small across the globe are using OpenStack through a range of consumption models for a variety of workloads. As an open and interoperable platform that is widely deployed in public and private clouds around the world, OpenStack is widely considered the best infrastructure to build and run applications to enable portability and leverage of a large ecosystem of tools and services.

Originally created in 2010 as a joint project of Rackspace and NASA, OpenStack now plays a foundational role in enterprise IT strategies and service provider roadmaps, bridging cloud native software development with the optimization of legacy applications. OpenStack is integration engine to automate compute, storage and networking for a diverse set of technologies ranging from virtualization and bare metal to container orchestration like Kubernetes and Apache Mesos.

Two-Thirds of OpenStack Deployments Now in Production
According to the most recent OpenStack user survey, 65 percent of OpenStack deployments are now in production, 33 percent more than a year ago. And 97 percent of community members said that “standardizing on the same open platform and APIs that power a global network of public and private clouds” was one of their top five considerations in choosing OpenStack. Users are particularly interested in containers, NFV and bare metal as emerging technologies on OpenStack.

These and other findings are part of the seventh survey of OpenStack users and community members, conducted by the OpenStack Foundation. Survey responses were gathered over a three-week period from 1603 users representing 405 deployments and 1,111 organizations, a 25 percent increase over the last survey, and the most responses ever to a single survey.

Survey responses demonstrate how OpenStack’s mature and highly flexible platform has become an innovation engine for companies in diverse industries, enabling users to operate both legacy systems and cloud-native apps through a single framework, a benefit that is increasingly important, especially to enterprise users. OpenStack is unique in its ability to support organizations managing legacy IT workloads while also adopting agile IT systems to drive competitive advantage through rapid iteration of software development.

“Being a flexible framework to build on is the most import aspect of the OpenStack platform,” said one user from a global financial institution. “Also, being able to support both traditional and cloud-native workloads is very important because large enterprises don't have the luxury of dropping their legacy applications and forklifting them into the microservices-type designs from day one. The benefits of the cloud are too great to only allow new workloads onto the platform.”

OpenStack Market Expansion & Adoption Trends
OpenStack has experienced accelerated adoption in the past year with more diverse and larger deployments, particularly as organizations have recognized the flexibility and agility that OpenStack offers. The greatest adoption has been in four markets: enterprise private cloud, public cloud service providers, telecom/NFV, and university and government research.

Early private cloud adopters of OpenStack included technology and media verticals. Now, the community is experiencing growth in nearly every market, with sectors like retail, financial services and manufacturing leading the way. Users in each of these industries were featured in the case studies track at the OpenStack Summit Austin, held in April of this year. 

More about the OpenStack Summit
The OpenStack Summit is a twice-annual international event covering cloud computing strategies for enterprise IT, cloud application development, the telecom ecosystem and emerging network functions virtualization (NFV) architectures. It also features exciting new projects and technologies within the OpenStack community. 

The most recent installment was held in April 2016 in Austin, Texas, and drew more than 7,000 participants. The Summit featured hundreds of presentations about cloud strategy, operational best practices and case studies, all recorded and available to view.

The next OpenStack Summit will be held in Barcelona, Spain, October 25-28, 2016. Developer working sessions will determine the roadmap for Ocata, the 15th release of OpenStack software, expected to be delivered in April 2017.  Registration for OpenStack Summit Barcelona is now open and early registration discounts are available.

'Certified OpenStack Administrator' Exam Now Available 
One highlight of  OpenStack Summit Austin in April was the launch of the OpenStack Foundation’s new Certified OpenStack Administrator (COA) exam, which validate skills for cloud administrators and helps employers identify qualified candidates. The COA program is part of the OpenStack Foundation’s strategic efforts to grow the cloud computing talent pool and global OpenStack community.

A broad consensus underscores the need for more OpenStack training. According to LinkedIn, Cloud Computing was the hottest global skill of 2015. Compensation for cloud experts is up 4.8% percent in 2016, according to Computerworld’s 2016 IT Salary Survey. And, according to Indeed, the number of OpenStack job listings doubled in 2015.

The best path to OpenStack certification is through the OpenStack Training Marketplace, which features dozens of companies who can help prepare students to take the exam. Many of these companies will also bundle the COA exam with their training courses. 

About OpenStack®
OpenStack® is the most widely deployed open source software for building clouds. Used globally by large and small enterprises, telecoms, service providers and government/research agencies, OpenStack is a technology integration engine that supports the diverse ecosystem of cloud computing innovation.
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